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Under 9 Team 

Sponsor 
Bendigo Bank 
Ph: 9718 0431 

www.bendigobank.com.au/ 
eltham 

 
Under 10 Team 

Sponsor 
Bendigo Bank 
Ph: 9718 0431 

www.bendigobank.com.au/ 
eltham 

 

 
Under 11 Team 

Sponsor 
Autoclinic Mechanical Repair 

Shop 
Ph: 9457 5571 

 

 
Under 12 Team 

Sponsor 
Carluccis Restaurant 

Ph: 9846 7963 
www.carluccis.com.au 

 
Under 13 Team 

Sponsor 
W Wave Pty Ltd 
Ph: 9372 5244 

www.wwave.com.au 

 

 

 

 
 

Under 14 Team 
Sponsor 

Davrod Plumbing 
Contact: Rod Summers 

Ph: 0418 311 505 

 

 

 
 

Under 15 Team 
Sponsor 
Pumpworks 

Contact: Marcus Balding 
Ph: 9431 2255 

www.pumpworks.com.au 

 
Under 16 Team 

Sponsor 
Alitalia Constructions 

Candlebark Court, Research 
Ph: 9437 0144 

 

 

 
 

Under 17 Team 
Sponsor 

Access One Corporation 
www.accessone.com.au 

Team Sponsors 2011 



 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the RJFC was held in the clubrooms on  
MONDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2011 at 7:30pm. 

    

All positions were open and the following positions were filled:  

    Executive Committee: President Matt Cronin  
 Vice President John Girdlestone  
 Secretary Justine Girdlestone  
 Treasurer Chris Briggs  
    
General Committee: Football Manager Gary Symons  
 Property Steward Robyn Cronin  
 Ground Manager Ross Richardson  
 Social Secretary Position Vacant  
 General Member Deb Skidmore  
 General Member Craig Logan  
    
Other Positions: Sponsorship John Girdlestone  
 Footy Tipping Position Vacant  
 Newsletter Coordinator Position Vacant  
 Website Manager Alan Phillips  
 Club Advocate Peter Papatheodorou  
 Canteen Manager Caroline Sharp  
 Auskick Coordinator Position Vacant  
 Respect & Responsibility Driver Steve O'Malley  
 Bar Manager John Girdlestone  
 Lower Plenty FC Liaison Campbell Waters  
 Football Assistant Manager Campbell Waters  
    
 
 

 
It is very important that all parents take an interest in the Committee for the ensuing 
season.  The club relies on a strong, dedicated committee to handle the issues and 
processes in running the RJFC.  As you can see, there are still positions vacant - 
please forward any interest to Matt Cronin, President at 
info@researchjuniorfc.com.au. 
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2011 has been another successful year for the Research Junior Football Club with both on field and off field 

achievements.  

ON FIELD 

The club fielded 9 teams in season 2011 from Under 9s to Under 17s. Of the 8 teams eligible to play finals we 

had 4 teams make the finals. Of the 4 teams who made the finals, 3 of these teams made it through the first 

week of finals, with 2 of the 3 teams making it all the way to the grand final - congratulations to the Under 

11s and Under 16s for getting this far but unfortunately without the ultimate success of a premiership flag. 

Whilst there is no scoring in the Under 9s (try telling the team that), they took the one opportunity to play 

for points on Tackers Day in the round robin event and they made it all the way to the Grand Final only to go 

down by one point – seeing the team sing the club song several times on the one day says that we might just 

have a very special group of youngsters with this team. 

On an individual note, congratulations to Josh Turner from the Under 16s for making it back to back NFL Best 

and Fairest awards with this year’s award in Blue division after last year’s Red division award. 

Congratulations also to Sam Paterson from the Under 13s who finished equal 2nd in the NFL Best and Fairest 

in Red division. 

To the players from the club who made representative squads for the NFL and Northern Knights, well done 

on being recognised at the next level of junior football. 

To the winners of the club awards and trophies for season 2011, well done. 

To all of the players and their families at RJFC I would like to thank you for your conduct throughout the 

season 2011. Our club motto is ‘The Family Club’ and the behaviour of our teams and parents is widely 

acknowledged across the NFL as a standard that is admired. 

To our coaches, assistants, team managers and game day helpers, thank you for your commitment to your 

teams and our club.   

To our senior affiliate club, Lower Plenty, what a magnificent end to their season with premierships in the 

Firsts, Seconds and Thirds and promotion to Division 1 for 2012. The number of ex RJFC players involved was 

fantastic to see and the pathway that has been made for our players (and families) means that the spirit and 

feel of RJFC continues even after Under 17s.  

At the other end of the spectrum where football starts, well done to Grant and Rachel Wallace for running a 

very successful Auskick program with record numbers in 2011. This dynamic duo are stepping down in 2012 

after a number of years at the helm so thanks for your contribution to Auskick and RJFC. 

Finally, to the Under 17s team, congratulations to you all as a group for the way you represented the club in 

your last year of junior football. The Valedictory Dinner was a night to remember and the standard has been 

set high for future years to live up to. Your families can be extremely proud of the young men that you have 

grown into in your time at RJFC – always remember you are welcome back at ‘The Kennel’. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 



 

 

 

OFF FIELD 

How good was the ground this year! We even had our logo emblazoned on the ground (thanks Caz) to give 

the ground an AFL feel about it. After being forced to close the ground to training and a number of games in 

2010 due to the poor condition of the surface, we must all thank Campbell Waters and the 2010 committee 

for the tough decisions that were made last year that resulted in the installation of the drainage over the 

Summer months and the improvement in playing conditions for 2011.  

The ground is already in better condition than previous years and we can look forward to an even better 

surface in 2012 – if you are going past Research Park, call in and check out the new, non-leaking veranda and 

paving in front of the clubrooms. 

The quality of the ground also saw the club host a week of finals and with a great team effort we secured a 

nice financial windfall for the club. The money raised from the canteen sales on the day will be put towards 

an upgrade of our audio visual equipment in the clubrooms as well as the purchase of a video camera to 

record games held at Research Park.  

Another vital piece of equipment purchased this year was the Defibrillator machine. There have been many 

publicised cases of how lives could have been saved had a ‘defib’ machine been available. Our machine is 

now hooked up to the internet making it the first machine in a junior club in Australia with the capability to 

send important data directly to the hospital involved. Here is hoping that we never have the need to see this 

machine in action. 

The weekly BBQ’s continued on from last year and the ante was certainly upped. The quality of the ‘spread’ 

each week had to be seen to be believed and all went home well fed and watered on Sunday nights. The 

social aspect of these BBQ’s cannot be underestimated and they contribute greatly to ‘The Family Club’ feel 

of RJFC. 

I would like to extend my thanks to the sponsors of the club in 2011. The financial support of our club has 

put us in a position where we will be able to invest back into the club in the form of infrastructure, 

equipment and specialist coaching in the future. We are in process of exploring an upgrade to the lighting at 

Research Park and the financial position of the club should allow us to make this a reality. Please don’t forget 

to support the businesses that support our club. 

To the committee of 2011, thanks for your contributions and a special thanks to those who are stepping 

down from roles for next year. In my first year as President of our wonderful club I have had the privilege of 

having a great team around me and I thank you all for your dedication to junior football and your children. 

The friendships made this year make it all worthwhile. 

I look forward to seeing you all in season 2012. 

Go Searchers 

Matt Cronin 

President 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 



 

 

 

The 2011 season is over and so is my reign of being the Secretary of the Research Junior Football Club.  I 

have so thoroughly enjoyed my time in the position, but with Jake ending his junior football career and 

looking forward to heading on down to Lower Plenty, I must hand the baton over. 

In 2011, Research Junior Football Club fielded 9 teams – a team in each age group from U9’s through to 

U17’s.  In all, we had 217 members for the year.  After the fourteen rounds, four of the eight teams made 

the finals with two playing off for the ultimate prize.  Both the U11’s and U16’s fought supremely for the 

Grand Final cup, but this year were just a bit short, but look out next year.  The experiences of playing these 

finals games, along with the hunger will only make you strive harder to achieve your goal next year. 

Congrats to all of winners of awards throughout the year and also to the boys who were chosen to represent 

Research in the NFL representation sides and the Northern Knights program.  So  many winners on the field, 

and also off the field where big, huge thank-you’s to all of the parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, and 

friends who have helped out in many ways – whether it was doing the votes or the scoreboard or the 

canteen or the running to and from training – your help is very much appreciated by our players so they can 

commit to their team and their club. Great job U11’s on the BBQ award – I very much enjoyed all of the BBQ 

weeks and to everyone who contributed to the end of year spit, a huge effort in feeding over 400 people in a 

short amount of time!!  Rachel & Grant Wallace are now hanging up their hats after co-ordinating the 

Auskick program for so many years – that has been a huge effort guys and you both have done a magnificent 

job – enjoy the rest!!!! 

Once again, a big, huge thank-you to all of the Team Managers who do sooooo!!!! much each week and it 

makes my job sooooo!!!!! much easier – so to Georgia, Rachel, Ann, Michele, Mick, Fiona, Carol, Leanne, 

Graeme, Jane, Simon and Pete – you are too good to be true – thanks guys!!!  

Thanks to Jess & Erin in the canteen for looking after my caffeine addiction and Pete, Tracey, Jim, Jenny and 

Grant for my glass of wine on a Sunday night as I was slaving away on the computer. 

A highlight personally for me during the year was the magnificent U17 Valedictory night – thanks to the 

organising committee for a truly memorable evening – it is going to be hard to top that – but the boys are a 

remarkable bunch and thanks go to all of their coaches but most of all to all of their parents – love you 

guys!! 

To the RJFC Committee – it has been a privilege to have worked alongside very caring, dedicated, 

hardworking people and a lot of fun also.  Thanks for your friendships and co-operation, I have loved it! 

To David, Jake and Cale – thanks for letting me do this – you guys are simply the best!! 

Enjoy the break and the Christmas holidays, and will see you for another great season at “The Family Club” in 

2012. 

Deb Skidmore 

Secretary 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 



 

Sponsorship

15%

Scoreboards

17%

Registrations

23%

Bar/Kisok

30% Merchandise

8%

Fundraising

5%

Other Income

0%

Interest

2%

Miscellaneous

3%

Administration

10%

Fundraising

5%

Merchandise

9%

Sponsorship

2%

Scoreboards

9%

Umpires/NFL 

10%

Bar/Kiosk

19%

Presentation Day

9%

First Aid

5%

Sunday  BBQs

4%

Team ex penses

12%

Maintenance

3%

 

 

RJFC season 2011 can be assessed as having been financially successful as we have reported a surplus of 

$34,379. This represents an increase of more than 100% from the prior year, under-pinned by a 15% 

increase in revenue with only a 3% increase in expenses. 

This year the committee decided not to increase registration fees, which are not sufficient to meet the 

running costs of the club. Consequently we must rely upon other funding sources. The canteen and bar 

continue to be a vital source of funds to the club, together with generous support from our sponsors, sales 

of electronic scoreboards, and merchandise.  

The growth in sales of scoreboards is a result of Gary White’s fantastic effort and generosity, and we look to 

continuing this in –house in 2012. 

The increase in canteen and bar income is due to more home games this season with the significant 

improvement in ground conditions, as well as securing a finals day during this year’s NFL finals series.  

Appreciation to John Girdlestone and Caroline Sharp for successfully managing the bar and canteen, and to 

the many parents and helpers who man the canteen on a weekly basis. 

This year the club invested in a defibrillator as a resource for the local community groups using Research 

Park facilities. We hope this will never have to be used, but will provide security and peace of mind going 

forward. 

The committee has decided not to increase registration fees in 2012. Also, in recognising the difficulty facing 

some families, the committee has capped fees for families with more than 2 children.  

Furthermore, in 2012 the committee has undertaken to invest more funds in football operations and 

equipment so that our children can benefit more on the field, in their enjoyment of the game, and hopefully 

win more premierships! 

 I think that it is imperative that the club continues to develop income streams outside of the traditional 

areas (such as registration fees) that for many clubs represent their primary income source. It is the players 

and their families who will determine the financial success of this club via their support of not only the teams 

but also our social functions and our sponsors. We also need to ensure that funds continue to be available to 

be invested in the club and in particular, the coaching staff, players, and infrastructure. 

Finally I would like to acknowledge the support that I have received from the committee, players and 

parents this year and look forward to success for the club in season 2012.  

Chris Briggs 

RJFC Income 2011      RJFC Expenditure 2011 
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Well it’s the end of another season at RJFC and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

volunteers that have helped throughout the season in all roles. Congratulations to the teams that made the 

finals. You should all be proud of your achievements. 

On the social side of things I would like to congratulate the Under 11 team on winning “Social Team of the 

Season”. Not only did they provide beautiful salads and desserts at their team BBQ, they were also 

extremely social and supportive of the club on a Friday night after training!! Thanks to Team Managers 

Michele and Ann and Social Reps Trish and Kim for all your help and organisation over the season. 

Our Social Night at the Slovenian Club went well with music from The Gunna Brothers. A great night was had 

by all, and thanks to everyone who helped. We managed to raise $1000 without even trying! 

I would also like to acknowledge all the volunteers who helped with the finals day at Research Park. It was a 

fantastic opportunity for the club and it was great to see everyone pitch in to help. The day would not have 

been the success that it was without you. 

Our final social event was the end of season spit roast. Having to feed over 400 people seemed like a 

momentous task but it all went off without a hitch. Thanks to all the parents that made desserts, helped with 

carving, serving, selling plates and cleaning up. 

Thanks to the dedicated Committee for the tireless hard work you do each week throughout the season, 

usually behind the scenes. Comments were made during the year about some of us actually sleeping at the 

club because we’re always there. I can assure you that wasn’t the case but it gives you an idea of the 

commitment it takes to run a footy club. 

Lastly, a big thanks to Caz Sharp and Robyn Cronin. I couldn’t have done this job without your help and 

support. 

I hope everyone has a great break over the summer and will be rearing to go in 2012. 

 

Go Searchers!! 

Justine Girdlestone 

Social Secretary 2011 
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On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank all of this year’s Coaches and Team Managers.  The 

Committee greatly appreciates your efforts.  A big thank you and goodbye to Glenn Harris (U17’s coach and 

past president) who is leaving the club this year.  

The coaching positions  for season 2012 have now been appointed.  They are as follows: U17s Craig Sleep, 

U16s Kieran McInerney, U15s Shaun Turner, U14s Phil Karslake, U13 Aaron Oake, U12s James McGhee, U11s 

Andrew Parry, U10s Rob Yoannidis and U9s virtually a done deal 

Congratulations to our two grand finalist teams this year, the U16s and U11s.  The U16s were badly beaten 

in the first half but staged an amazing comeback that really had Eltham rattled.  There are big expectations 

on these boys next year.  I can’t remember the last time Research won a top age Division One flag, but this 

team is a huge chance next year. To Steve, James and the U11 boys a valiant effort.  Hopefully it will inspire 

you to go one better next year.. 

A huge congratulations to the Lower Plenty Football Club who captured not one but three premierships in 

the Seniors, Reserves and U19s.  A truly outstanding effort.  Our affiliation with Lower Plenty continues to go 

from strength to strength.  This year the U14s, U15s, U16s and U17s all trained at Lower Plenty during the 

year, with the U17s regularly playing there on a Sunday.  Research Football club is proving to be a very 

successful breeding ground for Lower Plenty with the majority of Lower Plenty’s premiership players coming 

from Research. 

The Research Auskick program under the watchful eye of Grant and Rachael Wallace has been the key to 

recruiting new players to our club.  With Grant and Rachael hanging up the boots it is essential that we find 

other dedicated parents to fill their shoes.   Lower Plenty are now running their own Auskick program with 

the intention of encouraging the kids to come and play at Research once they graduate from Auskick.   

This year the U16s and U17s were given specialist tackling training under the supervision of Rugby coach 

David Southwood. The feedback from this program was very encouraging and subsequently it will be 

expanded next year to include some of the younger age groups. 

During my time at Research, I cannot recall a season where the club has never won at least one premiership. 

It’s a far cry from season 2008 when the club won four Division One flags. Perhaps it’s a reflection on the 

biggest problem that the club currently faces – a lack of players coming through the ranks.  Therefore the 

committee and in particular the football department must make a greater effort in recruiting new players 

and retaining the current group of players for as long as possible.  

The club is currently in the process of recruiting some additional specialist coaches to ensure Research has 

the best football development program in the Northern Football League and beyond, with the main focus on 

kicking efficiency, speed and agility.  Exciting times lie ahead, thanks to the hard work and fundraising of the 

past and present committee. 

Gary Symons 

Football Manager 

FOOTBALL MANAGER’S REPORT 



 

 

 

Once again we had 80+ registered participants, the Research Junior Football club’s Auskick program 

continues to grow and provide a stable foundation for the long term future of this great club. 

It was another busy year that saw some wonderful highlights and lasting individual memories for the year; 

- Paul Cribbin, the Irish recruit from Collingwood FC visited and had a kick with the Auskick 
participants and signed many different jumpers; 

- A visit from the Northern Knights players; 
- Round 4 - 10 players (Grade 4+ group) represented the Club in an AFL game at halftime of the 

Essendon v Carlton clash at the MCG under the Carlton Little League Banner; 
- Round 22 - Another 12 different players (Grade 2 group) represented the Club in an AFL Grid game 

at half time of the Richmond v Melbourne game at the MCG plus a further 4 players (Grade 4+) 
were chosen to represent the club under the Richmond Little League banner; 

- Round 24 - 14 players (Grade 4+) represented the Club in an AFL Night game at halftime of the St. 
Kilda v Carlton clash at the MCG under the St. Kilda Little league Banner; 

- Grandparents Day Sausage Sizzle; 
- Mothers Day Kicking Competition; 
- Presentation Day which included the Parents v Auskick players match; 
- Finally Rachel Wallace was nominated for the Australian Football Coaches Association Northern 

Region Auskick Coach of the Year. 
The success of the Research Junior Football Club Auskick program is ensured from the involvement of each 

family and parent and in 2011 it was no different, thank you one and all. Thanks to the Research 2011 

Committee for your time and dedication to the grounds at Research Park which enabled Research Auskick 

for the first time in Research Auskick history complete a 16 week program on Research Park which was 

fantastic. 

Whilst we are developing players for our Club’s future, we are also developing coaches for our program 

and the Club as well and a huge thank you to our passionate coaches; Owen Blizzard (U9, U10’s and the 

Grade 3 & 4), Andrew Perrett (Grade 2), Daryl Ellis (Grade 1) and Andrew Parry (Prep and Preschool). Each 

brilliantly committed in overseeing their grades and providing the necessary skills coaching, patience, 

direction and leadership. Thanks for your planning and great organisation for the Auskick season. 

Congratulations to all the boys and girls who completed a wonderful, fun year of learning and 

development. It is always great to see so many graduates of the Research Auskick program move on to 

proudly represent the Research Junior Football Club in following years. 

All our 4 boys have enjoyed and benefited from the unbelievable program and we have had 9 years now 

at the helm and we are seeking a family or a partnership of families to pass the voluntary Auskick  

Co-ordinators baton over and continue this great program for our community in 2012 and beyond. 

Our Auskick program forms a vital and necessary link in the player, coach and administrative pathway of 

the Research JFC and the club’s support and guidance is invaluable to its ongoing success. 

 

NAB AUSKICK REPORT 



 

In closing, a special thank you to the Research Junior Football Club 2011 Committee and in particular Matt 

Cronin, for your valued efforts and support for the Auskick Program and ensuring it is a focal point for the 

ongoing successful future of our Club. 

Rachel and Grant Wallace 

NAB Auskick Co-ordinators 2011. 

 

 

THE RESEARCH JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB WISHES TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL OF 
OUR CLUB AND TEAM SPONSORS FOR SEASON 2011. 

As a family and community based club, every sponsorship dollar is very important in ensuring 
the continued success of the Research Junior Football Club.  The donations made by our 
sponsors provide essential funds for the betterment of the Club as a whole, and assists in the 
provision of better facilities and equipment for the youth of the area and their families. 

    

On behalf of the Committee, players and supporters of the Research Junior Football Club, I 
would like to express our sincere appreciation of their continued sponsorship and support. 

THE COMMITTEE OF THE RESEARCH JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB WISHES TO THANK THESE 
PEOPLE FOR THEIR SUPPORT DURING 2011. 

 WENDY LOGAN NEWSLETTER  

 JESS  & ERIN CANTEEN  

 CAROLINE SHARP GROUND ARTWORK  

 
  

 
ALSO THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO THROUGHOUT THE YEAR HELPED WITH 

    
 CANTEEN DUTY 

 
 

 SALADS AND BBQ ON SUNDAY NIGHTS  

 
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

 
 

 FRIDAY NIGHT'S INFORMAL GATHERINGS  

 WORKING BEES 
 

 

 GROUND MARKING 
 

 

 FINALS DAY 
 

 

THANK YOU 



 

 

 

Year Highlights 

1979 Decision made by a dedicated group of residents that Research needed a Junior 
Football Team. 

1980 Club formed and games played at Research Park. 2 teams only – Under 10s and 
Under 12s. Played in a red jumper with a white V neck and cuffs. Canteen was a 
trestle table. Played in the Wattle Glen and District Football League. 

1981  

1982 Original Clubrooms opened by councillor Robert Allan 

1983 First premiership won – Under 16s in the Wattle Glen and District Football League. 
Jumper changed to the old Footscray red white and blue jumper – hence the 
origins of the bulldog logo. 

1984 5 under 10s and 5 under 12s selected for representative teams. 

1985 Premiers in the under 15s. 4 teams fielded. The club became incorporated to 
safeguard the future of the club. 

1986 Joined the Diamond Valley Football League (DVFL). Jumper changed to a Red and 
White striped jumper. 5 teams fielded. First 2 players to reach 100 RJFC games. 
First player asked to train with Collingwood under 19s. 

1987 Research Park was closed for the season as the council made improvements so 
home games were played at Eltham Lower Park. The under 11s become the first 
team to play in a DVFL final. 

1988 112 registered players over 5 teams. 2 more players asked to train with 
Collingwood under 19s. Rock ’n’ Roll night was a major fund raiser. RJFC 
windcheaters introduced (red & white). 

1989 10th anniversary year. 9 finals teams in the first 10 years. First female player – Tory 
Thomas. Simon Prestigiacomo (Collingwood player) wins the under 11s B&F. Max 
Hudghton (St Kilda player) 2nd in the under 13s B&F.  

1990 4 teams fielded with 1 team making the finals. A junior committee of players was 
formed to give ideas to the club committee. 

1991 5 teams fielded and 3 teams make the finals. Raffles held at home games to help 
with fund raising. 

1992 Fund raising done to raise money for a much needed extension to the change 
rooms. Opposition teams take it in turn to get changed with RJFC teams. 

1993 2 teams make the finals. Club awarded DVFL Most Disciplined Club for the first 
time. 9 boys selected for DVFL representative teams. ‘Vic Kick’ (forerunner of 
Auskick) provides enough players to field 2 under 9 teams for a total of 6 teams 
for the year.   

1994 2 teams make the finals including the under 17s for the first time. DVFL B&F 
winner in the under 15s. 11 boys selected for DVFL Representative teams. $22,000 
grant from the Shire of Eltham secured to help fund the clubroom extension. 

1995 Clubroom extension completed. 3 teams make the finals. Under 17 player finishes 
with 192 games – a club record. Another DVFL B&F winner in the under 15s. 

1996 7 teams fielded for the first time. 4 teams make the finals. A new jumper worn 
with red and white V. ‘Grubby & DD’ provide the entertainment at the Dinner 

CLUB HISTORY  



 

Dance.  

1997 Club promoted to 2nd division for the first time. 8 teams fielded. 2 teams make the  
 
 
finals. Skating night and kids trivia nights held during the season.  

1998 8 teams fielded. Film night held at the clubrooms with an old style projector used. 
Club awarded Most Disciplined Club in the DVFL for the 2nd time. Back in Division 
3.  

1999 20th year of the club. New scoreboard built with changeable metal numbers. New 
training lights installed. 

2000 Canteen extended. 174 registered players. 5 out of 7 teams make the finals. Club 
awarded Most Disciplined Club for the 3rd time. 

2001 Club moves into 2nd division. Jumper changed to maroon with yellow v and white 
trim. 2 teams make finals. 

2002 Back to 3rd division. Home games played at Panton Hill and Latrobe University as 
the ground is closed for renovations. 6 teams make finals. 3 premierships. 

2003 Promoted to 2nd division. Home games back at Research Park. New pergola built in 
front of clubrooms. Club awarded Most Disciplined Club for the 4th time. 3 teams 
make grand finals. 2 premierships. 

2004 Promoted to 1st division for first time. 3 teams make the finals. New away team 
rooms, time keepers’ box and BBQ area built.  

2005 Back to 2nd division. 10 teams fielded for the first time with 260 registered players. 
5 teams make finals. 1 premiership. New carpet laid in the social rooms. 

2006 9 teams fielded. 3 premierships. Combined results earn promotion to 1st division. 

2007 Late start to the season due to the drought and ground restrictions. Northern 
Football League replaces the DVFL. 10 teams fielded with 4 premierships – the 
best result in the club’s history. 1 player picked as Vic Metro representative and 1 
player wins the Under 13 DVFL B&F. 

2008 New grading system introduced. The drought continues to affect the grounds with 
another late start. 10 teams fielded. 8 teams make the finals. 2 premierships. New 
electronic scoreboard opened – the envy of the NFL. New goal posts installed. 2 
players win NFL B&F awards. 

2009 252 registered players. 5 teams make finals. 2 premierships. 1 player wins an NFL 
B&F award. Plans for a 2nd story extension to the clubrooms unveiled. 12 players 
in the Northern Knights squads. 

2010 30th Anniversary celebrated with a dinner dance. 9 teams fielded. 7 teams make 
finals. 2 premierships. Under 13s make club history with 4th premiership in a row. 
Ground closed at the end of round 8 due to poor conditions – the drought has 
broken. 1 player selected in Vic Metro under 15 team. 26 players in NFL 
representative teams. 1 player wins NFL B&F. 

2011 9 teams fielded. 4 teams make finals. Lower Plenty (our senior club) wins 3 
premierships in Division 2 and earns promotion to 1st Division. 1 player wins NFL 
B&F. Major drainage works on the ground implemented over summer and ground 
remains open for whole season. New visitors terracing completed. 1 week of finals 
hosted. 
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2011 - A Year to remember in the Club’s history 

 

At the end of 2010 Football Operations saw the need for change even though we were coming off the back 

of Runners-Up in both the Seniors and U/19’s and our Reserves going down in a very close game in the 

Preliminary Final. 

The week following the Grand Final saw the beginning of our 2011 campaign with the decision to appoint a 

new coaching panel and target recruit. Enter Garry Ramsay, Steve Layt and Grant Barden following an 

extensive interview process headed up by our good friend Terry Wallace. 

The preseason kicked off in mid-November and the changes put in place started to show a positive result 

almost immediately with players working to a new and different program. 

The 2011 season saw Lower Plenty deliver a dominant performance across all three grades throughout the 

Home & Away season to all finish on top of the ladder dropping only one game. 

Every week the Club as a whole was getting stronger with big wins across all three sides until Round 6 when 

our Seniors had a loss to Lalor at their ground which we believe to be a blessing in disguise as we came away 

more committed to being the hardest and fittest team in the comp and to play that way every week. From 

that point on the Seniors were not to drop another game. 

Along come the Finals and with that an expectation of success given our year to date. Our U/19’s did not let 

us down against the old enemy Diamond Creek and led the way with an excellent display and a convincing 

2nd Semi win. Our Reserves had their only hiccup for the year going down to Diamond Creek by a couple of 

points and as a result needed to back up through the Preliminary Final. The Seniors again turned it on 

against Epping to make it three wins from as many starts and a berth in the Grand Final. 

Our Reserves played the style of footy in the preliminary final like they had all year and made it a clean 

sweep for Lower Plenty’s Grand Final assault. 

Grand Final day provided a triple treat for the Lower Plenty Football Club with outstanding displays that 

delivered comfortable victories for our Seniors, Reserves & U/19’s and the most successful day in the Clubs 

history. What a day and a week to follow!!! 

Five years of hard work sat behind our success on that day: 

 Whilst the Lower Plenty Football Club (LPFC) has a junior affiliate club Research Junior Football Club 

(RJFC) a greater focus over the last 5 years has seen this relationship form the basis of our model of 

growing our young talent whilst topping up with identified external talent. 

 

LOWER PLENTY REPORT 

Our Senior Club  



 

 

 

 

 

 Clear evidence of our commitment to this model and its success was the breakup of players across 

the three teams; 

o 17 of the 22 LPFC Senior Premiership Team were Research players 

o 10 of the 24 LPFC Reserves Premiership Team were Research players 

o 21 of the 24 LPFC U/19’s Premiership Team were Research players 

As well as winning 3 Premierships other awards our club or players took home were  

o Northern Football League Senior Club of 2011, not only was this for winning the 3 

Premierships but also our clubs work with “Clean Up Australia Day” and our work with 

Araluen – a centre for the intellectually disabled with our “Backyard Blitz” and a day at the 

footy at Lower Plenty for the group. 

o Northern Football League Seniors 1st Best & Fairest – Darcy Barden 

o Northern Football League Seniors 3rd Best & Fairest – Billy Barden 

o Northern Football League Reserves Equal 2nd Best & Fairest – Jason Knee & Jarrad Shaw 

o Northern Football League Reserves 3rd Best & Fairest – Matthew Crooks 

Congratulations to every player who represented the Club during the Home & Away season and the Finals as 

this sensational result could not have been achieved without the commitment of the total playing group. 

Our Coaching panel of Garry Ramsay, Steve Layt, Grant Barden and their Assistant Coaches Jason Rohde, 

Jack Sharp & Steve Paterson, what a fantastic job you guys have done not only in what we achieved but the 

way you have developed our list and the opportunities that were provided during the year and into the 

future for both players and the Club is second to none. On behalf of the Club I thank you all. 

On behalf of the Club I would like to thank our three magnificent Team Managers, Barnesy, Johnny Simon’s 

and Dave Thompson for a great job. Also thanks to our Trainers headed up by Lauren Campbell and our 

Water Boys, Timekeepers and Gate Attendant through Lochie Sharp. 

Finally thanks for all the hard work put in by Steve Leropoulos and John Gray as part of Football Operations, 

2011 was a long, time consuming but very rewarding year, so bring on 2012 and Division 1. 

 

Tony Newlands 

Lower Plenty Football Operations Manager 

 

 

LOWER PLENTY REPORT - Continued 



 

 

 

 
John Dinsmore Goal Kicking Trophy  Nathan Harris 41 goals Under 17 Blue 

  
Mackenzie Stanley 41 goals Under 15 Red 

     
Simon Prestigiacomo Award (U17 B&F) Nathan Harris 

 
Under 17 Blue 

     
Danny Clarke Club Champion 

 
Jordan Sacco 

 
Under 14 Blue 

     
John Paul Jones Trophy 

 
Jake Skidmore 

 
Under 17 Blue 

     
Grant Barden Coach of the Year 2011 

 
Jack Sharp 

 
Under 15 Red 

     
Mick Kernaghan Medal (U11 B&F) 

 
Ben Davies 

 
Under 11 Red 

     
NFL Awards 2011 

 
Josh Turner  1st Best & Fairest Under 16 Blue 

  

 
Sam Paterson  Equal 2nd B&F Under 13 Red 

     
Social Team of the Season 2011 

 
U11 Red 

  
     
NFL Representatives 2011 

    
UNDER 17 

 
Nathan Harris 

 
Ayden Doumtsis 

  
Darcy Sharples 

 
Lucas Cronin 

  
Brandon Lee 

  
     

UNDER 16 
 

Max Waters 
 

Joshua Turner 

  
Brandon Jones 

  
     

UNDER 15 
 

Jordan Jackson 
  

     
UNDER 14 

 
Jordan Sacco 

 
Pat Symons 

  
Cody Johnstone 

 
Ned Waters 

     
UNDER 13 

 
Ben Paterson 

 
Sam Paterson 

  
Corey Sleep 

 
Joshua Shelton 

  
Lachlan Trudgeon 

  
     

                         UNDER 12 
 

Jack Fitzpatrick 
 

Sam Bevan-Shannon 

AWARDS 2011 



 

 

 

UNDER 10   UNDER 11   UNDER 12 

BLUE   RED   RED 

Best & Fairest Andrew White  Best & Fairest Ben Davies  Best & Fairest Alex Alderton 

2nd Best & Fairest Tyler Wallace  2nd Best & Fairest Callum Cecil  2nd Best & Fairest Jack Fitzpatrick 

3rd Best & Fairest Lachlan Blizzard  3rd Best & Fairest Nick Reibelt  3rd Best & Fairest  

3rd Best & Fairest Mitchell Stuckey  Most Consistent Juy Smith  Most Consistent Khayne Horman 

Most Consistent Jordan Parry  Most Improved Julian Yammouni Most Improved Riley Wallace 

Most Improved Ben Ellis  Best Team Player Kyle Sharp  Best Team Player Louis Smyth 

Best Team Player Max Solar  Coach's Award Brixton Timewell  Coach's Award Jack Gray 

Coach's Award Jaidyn Reinke  Best Finals Player Callum Cecil  Best Finals Player N/A 

Best Finals Player Max Solar       

        

UNDER 13   UNDER 14   UNDER 15 

RED   BLUE   RED 

Best & Fairest Sam Paterson  Best & Fairest Jordan Sacco  Best & Fairest Sam Switkowski 

2nd Best & Fairest Lachlan Trudgeon 2nd Best & Fairest Jarrod Oake  2nd Best & Fairest Jordan Jackson 

3rd Best & Fairest Ben Paterson  3rd Best & Fairest Pat Symons  3rd Best & Fairest Brad Balding 

Most Consistent Lachlan Shine  Most Consistent Cameron Klapste Most Consistent Will Purvis 

Most Improved Matthew Kenyon-Smith Most Improved Lachlan Reinke  Most Improved Jackson Mill 

Best Team Player Joshua Shelton  Best Team Player Chase Chequer  Best Team Player Blake Goodwin 

Coach's Award Joshua Linton  Coach's Award Joel Clamp  Coach's Award Nathan Heywood 

Best Finals Player N/A  Best Finals Player N/A  Best Finals Player N/A 

        

                 UNDER 16                      UNDER 17     

                     BLUE                            BLUE     

Best & Fairest Josh Turner  Best & Fairest Nathan Harris    

2nd Best & Fairest Brandon Jones  2nd Best & Fairest Alex Flannagan    

3rd Best & Fairest Max Waters  3rd Best & Fairest Ayden Doumtsis    

Most Consistent Harry Smyth  Most Consistent Lucas Cronin    

Most Improved Jack Hardy  Most Improved James Dozzi    

Best Team Player Tom Bassett-Smith  Best Team Player Will Rogers    

Coach's Award Emilio Frediani  Coach's Award Kane Sardi    

Best Finals Player Josh Turner  Best Finals Player Brandon Lee    

 

2011 TEAM BEST AND FAIREST 

Sam Bevan-Shannon 



 

 

 

100 GAMES      

 Darcy Sharples Under 17  Jackson Mill Under 15 

 Kane Sardi  Under 17  Jacob Natsis Under 15 

 Mitch Griffin Under 17  James Girdlestone Under 15 

 Nathan Harris Under 17  Jordan Jackson Under 15 

 Anthony DiPaolo Under 16  Lachlan Sharp Under 15 

 Callum O'Connor Under 16  Nicholas Gjorgievski Under 15 

 Harry Smyth Under 16  Oliver Veselovski Under 15 

 Jake Tenace Under 16  Patrick Cronin Under 15 

 Jordan Di Paolo Under 16  Will Purvis Under 15 

 Matthew Lester Under 16  Cody Johnstone Under 14 

 Ben Symons Under 15  Jordan Sacco Under 14 

      

50 GAMES      

 Thomas Bassett-Smith Under 16  Alex Alderton Under 12 

 Mackenzie Stanley Under 15  Joshua Ryan Under 12 

 Alex Broadhurst Under 13  Lachlan Green Under 12 

 Arrow Embleton-Mew Under 13  Cooper Addison Under 11 

 Ben Paterson Under 13  Darcy Manning Under 11 

 Bradley Coulthard Under 13  Ethan Reeves Under 11 

 Connor Briggs Under 13  Jack Wilkinson Under 11 

 Lachlan Trudgeon Under 13  Joshua Torresi Under 11 

 Matthew Kenyon-Smith Under 13  Kyle Sharp Under 11 

 Nick Dozzi Under 13  Lochlan McGhee Under 11 

 Sean Harrison Under 13  Rhys Begeman Under 11 

 Tomas Cooper Under 13  Trent Hewitt Under 11 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 MILESTONES – 46 PLAYERS 



 

 

 

Leigh Gray 149 Games 2002 - 2011 

Brandon Lee 148 Games 2001 - 2011 

Alex Flannagan 146 Games 2002 - 2011 

Will Rogers 129 Games 2003 - 2011 

Lucas Cronin 124 Games 2004 - 2011 

Patrick Hayes 120 Games 2002 - 2011 

Dylan Rowe 116 Games 2003 - 2011 

Jake Skidmore 116 Games 2004 - 2011 

Darcy Sharples 115 Games 2004 - 2011 

Mitchell Griffin 112 Games 2004 - 2011 

Greg Page 108 Games 2002 - 2009 

Jake Schneider 108 Games 2001 - 2008 

Nathan Harris 107 Games 2005 - 2011 

Kane Sardi 105 Games 2004 - 2011 

Nick Kenyon-Smith 101 Games 2004 - 2010 

Tom Napolitano 100 Games 2003 - 2010 

 

 

 
Nick Baxter 41 Games 2009 - 2011 
Liam Cairns 16 Games 2011 - 2011 
Joshua Cook 115 Games 2009 - 2011 
Lucas Cronin 124 Games 2004 - 2011 
Ayden Doumtsis 78 Games 2007 - 2011 
James Doumtsis 75 Games 2007 - 2011 
James Dozzi 88 Games 2005 - 2011 
Alex Flannagan 146 Games 2002 - 2011 
Leigh Gray 149 Games 2002 - 2011 
Mitchell Griffin 112 Games 2004 - 2011 
Evan Gwilym 12 Games 2011 - 2011 
Nathan Harris 107 Games 2005 - 2011 
Patrick Hayes 120 Games 2002 - 2011 
Brandon Lee 148 Games 2001 - 2011 
John Lobosco 86 Games 2007 - 2011 
Mitchell Logan 42 Games 2009 - 2011 
Jacob Mullen 5 Games 2011 - 2011 
Jacob Rockwell 31 Games 2010 - 2011 
Will Rogers 129 Games 2003 - 2011 
Dylan Rowe 116 Games 2003 - 2011 
Travis Ruedin 69 Games 2008 - 2011 
Kane Sardi 105 Games 2004 - 2011 
Darcy Sharples 115 Games 2004 - 2011 
Jake Skidmore 116 Games 2004 - 2011 
James Spinks 19 Games 2010 - 2011 
Nathan Switkowski 14 Games 2011 - 2011 

LEGEND INDUCTEES 2011 

FINAL YEAR PLAYERS 2011 



 

UNDER 9 RED 
 

Coach: Rob Yoannidis 
Team Manager: Georgia Yoannidis 

 
 

At the start of the year my number one rule was we have to have FUN!!! And what a fun time we have all 
had - not only the players, but also the families and that’s what our club is about, that’s why we are the 
FAMILY CLUB. 
 
Wow, what an awesome 2011 year of U/9’s footy my little super troopers had. I want to thank you all for 
making the year so enjoyable and I was proud to be your coach. To watch you all develop over the year was 
amazing - from our first training season at Kangaroo Ground Primary School I knew that we had a gun little 
side so many kids with so much natural talent.  
 
You were all so good at listening to instructions which showed each Sunday. Although we didn’t keep scores 
each week (I think in every game apart from 2 we kicked more goals than our opposition) and in one 
particular game we kicked 11 goals, what an awesome team effort! 
 
We had 24 kids for the year which was great - it gave every player 3 quarters each week. You were all 
amazing to watch with some brilliant team work in every game we moved the ball down the ground better 
then Carlton but hey that’s not hard!! 
  
The highlight for the year was Tackers Day getting to play so much footy in one day is every kid’s dream and 
you all seemed to have so much fun, winning all 3 of the round robin games we made it through to the Semi 
Finals which we also won and got us into the big dance the Grand Final but unfortunately we went down by 
1 point. You’re all so determined to help each other at every contest and your team work was what got you 
to the Grand Final everyone was prepared to work hard for the team and from that day on we developed 
more and more as a team as the weeks went on. Well done. 
 
I would like to thank Georgia for doing a wonderful job as our team manager and also our two assistant 
coaches Matt and Mark for all their help at training and game day and also to Stephanie for helping do the 
board each week. To Brett Watson, Glen Leslie, Craig Huggins and Grant Beattie for helping out at training 
every week it made my job so much easier and also Greg and Melinda De Bolfo and Terry Toffolo, 
Gary Hasler, Glen Trudgeon, Brad Donehue and Steve Rowe for doing jobs during game day I know Georgia 
really appreciated your help. Also to all the mums that helped out in the canteen. Thank you all. 
 
Also I would like to thank our committee for all your support. You all put in so much time and are doing a 
wonderful job, well done.  
 
I hope to seen every single player back for 2012 which we now get to score and have a ladder. Until then 
take care and all the best. 
 
Rob Yoannidis  

 

 

 



 

UNDER 9 RED 
 

Coach: Rob Yoannidis 
Team Manager: Georgia Yoannidis 

 
 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Darcy Aiken 17 5 5 2011 

Jarrah Beattie 8 14 14 2011 

Benjamin De Bolfo 16 14 14 2011 

Benjamin Donehue 11 12 12 2011 

Ella Gray 21 14 14 2011 

Ethan Hall 4 13 13 2011 

Jackson Hasler 9 17 17 2011 

Mackenzie Hogg 12 14 25 2010 

Kiana Horman 1 10 10 2011 

Tye Huggins 7 14 14 2011 

Joel Leslie 18 14 14 2011 

Drew Lloyd 2 12 25 2010 

Taj Morris 23 10 10 2011 

Hamish Rogers 13 13 13 2011 

Mason Rowe 10 12 12 2011 

Matthew Switkowski 25 14 14 2011 

Dylan Toffolo 19 13 13 2011 

Joel Trudgeon 15 21 21 2011 

Joshua Van Kuyk 5 14 27 2010 

Jed Wallace 6 14 14 2011 

Lachlan Watson 24 13 13 2011 

Dylan Webster 20 11 11 2011 

Gabriel Wilkinson 14 12 12 2011 

Joshua Yoannidis 22 16 29 2010 



 

UNDER 10 BLUE 
 

Coach: Rob Solar 
Team Manager: Rachel Wallace 

 
 
It has been another great year with this playing group. The step up in age group meant we left some bottom 
agers behind. 
 
We gained five new players who along with the parents made it an immensely rewarding year.  
 
We finished fourth and played a finals game where we competed admirably.  
 
The results especially toward the end of the season were fantastic. We played the powerful Monty and two 
South Morang sides in the last four games and where we could easily have fallen away, we actually stepped 
it up and gave as good as we got . 
 
A credit to all of the players who, to the last, wanted to be on the ground for four quarters. 
 
 
An enormous thank you to all the tremendous support including; 
 
Rachel Wallace - Team Manager extraordinaire  
Owen Blizzard- Passionate Assistant Coach  
Andrew Parry - Runner  
Carlton White - Time Keeper  
Dave Ellis and George Courouzos - Water Boys  
Darryl Ellis - Goal Umpire 
Hamish Mirrielees - Trainer  
Jessie Carey - Team Board Technician  
Jake Skidmore - Junior Assistant Coach  
To all of the families, relatives and friends who helped and cheered us on. 
 
Success for Research Junior Football club is when players are thinking about next year already and want to 
play of their own accord.  
OK, sometimes they might need a prod on a cold wet training night in the middle of winter, but with the 
quality of people at the club the boys have every opportunity to be their best. Particularly in this group!  
I'd like to personally thank you all, especially the coaching group for a memorable season. 
 
Regards  
 
Rob Solar 

 

 

 

 



 

UNDER 10 BLUE 
 

Coach: Rob Solar 
Team Manager: Rachel Wallace 

 

 

 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Casey Anderson 19 13 39 2009 

Lachlan Blizzard 7 17 43 2009 

Lachlan Carey 17 15 15 2011 

Robert Ciarrocchi 21 14 27 2010 

Jesse Clark 4 13 13 2011 

Adam Courouzos 18 15 27 2010 

Ben Ellis 24 14 26 2010 

Josh Ellis 16 13 25 2010 

Liam Kofoed 25 15 28 2010 

Riley Mason 15 8 20 2010 

Jack Mirrielees 26 13 25 2010 

Jordan Parry 9 15 28 2010 

Billy Reardon 22 14 22 2010 

Jaidyn Reinke 27 14 26 2010 

Fergus Smyth 11 15 27 2010 

Max Solar 10 12 39 2009 

Mitchell Stuckey 29 15 26 2011 

Ethan Wallace 12 12 12 2011 

Tyler Wallace 13 17 57 2008 

Andrew White 14 15 28 2010 

Harrison Youlden 20 13 25 2010 

Jamieson Zortea 28 14 14 2011 

 



 

UNDER 11 RED 
 

Coach: Steve Hewitt and James McGhee 
Team Manager: Michele Smith and Ann Perrett 

 
Well where do I start, what a very rewarding season for all involved.  A Grand Final play off was a great reward for both 

the coaching staff, team managers, and most of all, the players who put in the hard yards, both at training and on the 

ground.  Even though I have had many years of experience as a player, an assistant and even as a runner in all levels this 

was an eye opening experience as a first time coach.  I can't thank James enough for his help and support.  When he 

jumped on board to do this as a joint adventure, we were not sure how it would work.  But the most important thing 

was we had the same goal, which was to improve the boys as a team.  The good thing about our support group was that 

we had done it all before, it was just a couple of our roles had changed.  Both Roger & Andrew were there every 

training session which gave us plenty of opportunities to try new things with the boys.  As for pre-season I can't thank 

Sarah Berryman enough for her time in taking the boys for extra running and fitness which also spilled over into the 

season and pre-games.  The work the boys did really paid dividends through the year, enabling them to run games out 

better than the opposition, THANKS SARAH!!  Also thanks to Bluey Smith for doing the running and being a good 

sounding board for many of our ideas.  Our great team-managers Ann & Michele, what another fantastic job keeping 

the ship steady and making sure everyone was well informed and up to date with games and events through the year, 

we can't thank-you enough as coaches.  A big thank-you to Eve who took on the training duties, to Paul Addison who 

did the boundary for us, Steve & Sarah running water and to Ross, Bruce, Sam, Joel, Phil, Joanne, Byron, Trish, Teresa, 

Steve, Margie for their help with ground duties.  Then we had Caroline & my better half Heather in the canteen with 

help from Jenni, Tracy, Sarah, Lisa, Elissa, Sharon, Lyn, Elizabeth, Francine, Kym, Melissa, Sharon & Nadia.  A wonderful 

job also done by our official photographer Sharon Wilkinson, everyone was rapt with your individaul dvd's of the 

boys throughout the year.  So as you can see a club does not rely on one or two people to make it function.  That brings 

me to the committee who showed great support all year, thank-you to Matt and his wife Robyn, John & Justine, Deb, 

Gary and Chris who all give up a great amount of time for the club so our boys can get out and play.  A big thank-you 

from all involved with the under 11's. 

 Now for the boys - we would like to thank you for your time, effort and willingness to learn.  I know I speak for both 

Macca and myself when I say you all gave us respect throughout the year and your parents should be proud of how you 

conducted yourself both on & off the field.  As a player the one thing I wanted to achieve was to gain respect from your 

coach, your team-mates and your opposition and as a group you certainly achieved this.  At the start of the year we set 

a couple of personal goals to achieve as coaches which we were happy with when the season ended.  One of those 

goals was to try and get everyone a goal and we nearly got there with 21/23 kicking goals more than any other 

team.  The other was to try and develop the boys with both their skills and playing in a position.  I think this was a very 

productive exercise which found a couple of standout performers.  Cooper Addison deserves a special mention as he 

took on the job which nobody likes Full Back, and he was probably the best player in this position across all teams, 

fantastic job Coops.  Congratulations to all our trophy winners, they were well deserved and as coaches it was good to 

see that B&F voting was spread amongst all players with every player getting at least 1 vote.  It was great to see some 

new faces this year in Tom & Jordan.  Both players fitted in well and proved to be very capable as first year 

players.  Thank-you to both Ethan Reeves & Darcy Manning who are moving on next year, they have been a pleasure to 

coach and good luck next year,  Ethan who is going to play with the Ocean Grove Wombats and Darcy who is 

concentrating on his tennis career.  Hopefully all the boys stick together next year as the longer you play together the 

better you boys will be.  Also get hold of any friends that want to play as it is a great club to play for and I'm sure 

success is only around the corner.  As a group the final bit of advice we can give you is to keep practicing both your 

kicking & marking and most of all believe in your abilities and take the game on.  Good luck next year lets go one step 

further. 

 Over and out......Steve & James.        



 

UNDER 11 RED 
 

Coach: Steve Hewitt and James McGhee 
Team Manager: Michele Smith and Ann Perrett 

 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Cooper Addison 27 16 57 2008 

Dylan Allen 3 14 41 2009 

Rhys Begeman 24 11 52 2008 

Fletcher Berryman 6 16 43 2009 

Ryan Briggs 11 13 64 2007 

Callum Cecil 15 16 42 2008 

Benjamin Davies 1 16 28 2010 

Trent Hewitt 8 15 51 2008 

Darcy Manning 14 13 52 2008 

Lochlan McGhee 9 16 53 2008 

Connor Perrett 23 15 42 2009 

Noah Raz 4 16 27 2010 

Ethan Reeves 29 16 57 2008 

Nick Reibelt 16 16 29 2010 

Kyle Sharp 22 16 57 2008 

Luke Sleep 30 15 40 2009 

Juy Smith 28 16 42 2009 

Tom Terry 10 16 16 2011 

Jordan Thomas 7 16 16 2011 

Brixton Timewell 20 16 44 2009 

Josh Torresi 21 14 51 2008 

Jack Wilkinson 13 16 55 2008 

Julian Yammouni 18 15 27 2010 

 



 

UNDER 12 RED 
 

Coach: Aaron Oake 
Team Manager: Mick Alderton 

 

Blake and I went into the 2011 season both excited and nervous, neither of us had met any of the team or 

knew anything about the players, other than a pre-season meeting. 

After the first training session we were even more excited and with Papa at our side it was making it very 

easy to start with neither Blake nor myself having much of an idea how to coach but we both knew we had 

plenty to offer them. 

After a short pre-season it was already the first practice match against a very good Division 1 side and after 

being a Division 3 side the year before I knew it would be a good challenge for the team.  After a slow first 

quarter the team put up a very respectable effort and was even complemented by the opposition coach.  At 

that point we were eager for the season ahead. 

Once the season started we were very happy with how hard the team was training and the improvement 

they had already made and in round 4 we got our first win of the season beating Mill Park by just 2 points.  

After that game we went to play at Diamond Creek but the game was postponed due an opposition player 

falling over and hurting himself during the warm up, one injury not caused by big bad Fitzy.  After what felt 

like a very short season to myself anyway, we came away with one more win and a draw, it all came to an 

end.  

 Some standout efforts this year were: 

 Riley Wallace who never backed down from a contest and didn’t miss a training session, he was very 
unlucky not to get an award at presentation night.   

 Jye and Laughy, who both had oscaslatis for most of the season, didn’t miss a training session all 
year and didn’t complain.  

 Molly for going in hard against all the boys and often showing them up game after game.  

 Eddie Zumbo who had a solid season and was best on ground in the final two games with some great 
attack on the ball out of the back line, hopefully a sign of things to come. 
 

No matter the result of the season I was still very proud of the team and what we achieved. In a sense of 

development we are very excited for the 2012 season.  I believe we can accomplish much more and that 

myself and Blake have learnt a lot from the players and parents involved and we can use that knowledge in 

the future to further benefit the players. 

 

Aaron Oake 

 

 

 



 

UNDER 12 RED 
 

Coach: Aaron Oake 
Team Manager: Mick Alderton 

 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Alexander Alderton 20 12 60 2007 

Thomas Bankes-Fay 24 12 12 2011 

Sam Bevan-Shannon 6 14 44 2009 

Marcel Febbraro 21 11 11 2011 

Jack Fitzpatrick 4 12 67 2007 

Jack Gray 15 12 62 2007 

Lachlan Green 40 11 53 2008 

Jye Hawthorne-Smith 26 12 67 2007 

Jackson Hogg 8 11 11 2011 

Khayne Horman 27 13 66 2007 

Joshua Macdermid 25 11 39 2009 

Connor McIntosh-Carroll 14 11 39 2009 

Paul Papatheodorou 5 12 63 2007 

Luca Peterson 9 10 24 2010 

Noah Reade 1 12 40 2009 

Jack Reardon 10 10 28 2009 

Molly Reinke 19 11 26 2009 

Connor Russell   3 46 2008 

Joshua Ryan 2 10 51 2008 

Louis Smyth 23 12 68 2007 

Stirling Smythe 17 11 24 2010 

Riley Wallace 30 12 67 2007 

Edward Zumbo 33 12 66 2007 

 



 

UNDER 13 RED 
 

Coach: Kieran McInerney 
Team Manager: Fiona Shelton 

 

GO TIGERS - Three years. A lot can happen in three years. This has been a great time in my life. To get to do 

the things I have done with you boys has been such a joy,(at times). To see the growth in all of my boys is 

what makes it all worth it in the end.  

Looking at what has taken place in that time makes me realize that it would not have happened had it not 

been for the huge effort of Fiona (someone who I treasure as a great friend). From putting up with the odd 

team meeting (with beer) discussing the team rotations (with beer) or just sitting in the back yard with Grant 

having a beer (with beer) she never complained once. GO TIGERS  

To Paul, I know you have had as much fun and joy with the boys as I have. I’m sure the boys will look back on 

those nights with great memories, when we used the bump bags and knocked the suitcase out of them. Let’s 

hope next year you can just watch your kids and enjoy their growth.  

Thanks to the club for allowing me to do whatever it was that I did with the kids and trusting me to do it 

right. To all of the parents who stepped up most weeks, thanks.  

Now to the little men, the ones who did all the hard work, it’s been a blast. If you boys weren’t as much fun 

as you have been this would not have worked as well as it has. GO TIGERS  

Footy clubs are a great place for a kid with too much energy and a quick tongue. I think I had 20 kids like 

that. The sarcastic wit, the pleading (can I play in the forward line), hanging s#!t on each other is all part of 

footy.  

Well done to all the boys who won trophies, you deserve everything you get in footy, you earned it. To 

Lamby a special congratulations on runner up in the league, great stuff. GO TIGERS  

This year we picked up Jimmy, Fluff, Louie, Jordie, Patty & Shiney, & I think everyone would agree with me in 

saying we have done well. Not only can the play but they also brought their own gift to the team. We know 

that this team is on the improve & it is only a matter of time until you reap the benefits you deserve. GO 

TIGERS! It’s not all about winning a flag. There is plenty of time to do that when you are an adult. This is the 

time to play with your mates & enjoy the journey. Junior footy is about hanging out together. The benefits 

you get are your mates. Don’t forget to keep a count on who owes who a pot (when you all turn 18 of 

course) because I want to be there as well. Who knows the Tigers might have won a flag in that time. I know 

that I will miss all the useless excuses as to why you couldn’t make training, but remember this - training is 

the best time to have fun with each other. It’s the time all the good stories come out. It’s the place most 

good nick names come from. GO TIGERS Don’t forget to ring each other over summer if you feel like having a 

kick. The more the merrier.  

Last but not least, don’t ever forget where you have come from. This is a great place to grow with great 

people around you. Be proud of who you are. I know that these 3 years will stay with me forever, thanks 

boys. It could not have been better.  COACH OUT !!!  



 

UNDER 13 RED 
 

Coach: Kieran McInerney 
Team Manager: Fiona Shelton 

 

Player 
Jumper 

Number 
Games 2011 Total Games 

Commenced 

at RJFC 

Nicholas Alex 27 10 65 2007 

Mitchell Barnewell 24 13 68 2007 

Connor Briggs 6 10 57 2007 

Alex Broadhurst 30 13 55 2008 

James Cain 28 11 40* 2011 

Nicholas Campbell 19 13 68 2007 

Tomas Cooper 20 12 55 2008 

Bradley Coulthard 2 11 53 2008 

Nicholas Dozzi 25 13 59 2008 

Arrow Embleton-Mew 42 12 57 2008 

Taylor Fitzmaurice 21 11 25 2010 

Shamus Geraghty 7 12 12* 2011 

Nathan Gjorgievski 4 10 63 2007 

Sean Harrison 10 10 53 2008 

Jordan Hazelwood 15 12 12 2011 

Matthew Kenyon-Smith 9 12 59 2007 

Matthew Lewis 8 13 13* 2011 

Joshua Linton 47 13 13* 2011 

Nicholas Maher 14 9 37 2008 

Tom McInerney 11 8 28 2009 

Ben Paterson 13 10 59 2007 

Samuel Paterson 18 12 66 2007 

Joshua Shelton 3 12 66 2007 

Lachlan Shine 26 11 11* 2011 

Corey Sleep 12 12 83 2006 

Lachlan Trudgeon 41 13 54 2008 

Jack Veselovski 35 11 26 2010 

 



 

UNDER 14 RED 
 

Coach: Steve Russell 
Team Manager: Carol Caldwell and Leanne Oake 

 

Four consecutive 1st division premierships and then bottom of the ladder – how the mighty have fallen.  To 

tell you the truth, when I applied for the coaching position in late 2010, I was of the view that more than half 

the squad of 26 were struggling on the field and that it would be a very difficult adjustment season for the 

kids and some parents, including my coaching team.  With a view to the longer term, my own goals were 

purely to try and develop as many kids as possible, focus on instilling self-belief and confidence in individuals 

and preach what I valued as basic footy fundamentals, such as everyone contributing each quarter on a 

weekly basis, winning contested footy, adaptability, being accountable for an opponent and playing 

unselfishly. In an environment in 2011 where we were getting well beaten routinely and with low player 

numbers, enforcing, achieving and recognising these goals at training and on match day was difficult and to 

be truthful, only partially realised.  But we made a lot of progress and in the last six rounds were highly 

competitive, shaving 8 goals off our average deficit.  Some kids are only just beginning to realise their 

potential.       

For me, the most pleasing aspect was the improved form and strong growth in self-confidence among many 

players and I hope this builds a stronger platform for the future.  Half the team (Jarrod, Pat, Cam, Lachie, 

Chase, Tommy, Will, Callum and Max Summers) had their best individual season in Research colours, in 

terms of impact and consistency, whilst other players can be proud of their efforts too.  Will Collins was 

thrust in an unlikely Ruck role where he thrived and competed well against bigger, stronger opponents all 

season.  Darcy French in his first season was his partner in crime and developed rapidly, showing he will be a 

big asset for us in the future.  Max Cotter, also in his first season, slotted into the Back Pocket and performed 

like a seasoned campaigner, showing promise in the middle when given an opportunity in the 2nd last round.  

Cam Klapste was outstanding at CHB then later onball, consistently beating quality opponents and 

repeatedly showing fantastic intensity in his 1st, 2nd and 3rd efforts.  Jarrod Oake had a break-out season, 

mostly on the Half Back line, becoming one of the team’s best players marking many opposition kicks and 

reliably subduing quality opponents.  Lachie Reinke graduated from his regular, reliable role in the Back 

Pocket to becoming a valuable onballer. Pat Symons has always been a very good player in this team but this 

year extended his resume to delivering superb football in one of the hardest positions on the field, CHF (and 

kicking 12 goals).  Tom Bevan-Shannon provided quality support on the HF flank (12 goals), playing smart 

football, running hard and consistently providing his team with an avenue to attack.  Trent Warren, who in 

my mind has been the premier Full Back in this competition for the last four years, showed his potential up 

forward, kicking 9 goals, despite spending more than half of the season in the backline or in some cases on 

the Wing.  Max Summers was a revelation as a consistent, courageous, versatile player who provided dash, 

competitiveness and quality disposal off the half-back line, onball and other positions.  Chase Chequer 

continued to deliver a super reliable defensive role and Luke Russell showed versatility being shifted around 

from quarter-to-quarter all year, providing a good team role on the Wing in the last five rounds.  Callum 

Newton provided drive off the Wing, took marks, ‘showed some toe’ and kicked beautifully all year, 

demonstrating the flexibility to also play up forward and at Full Back – one of this year’s big improvers.  Joel 

Clamp was a livewire up forward (4 goals) and exploited his running ability to accumulate possessions 

around the ground, plus he was a great bubbly personality around the group.  Jordan Sacco is a champion 



 

person and player and possesses the most complete game in the whole competition, being duly rewarded 

with this year’s B&F (by a huge margin).  He once again showed his fine leadership qualities by relentlessly, 

unselfishly willing himself to each contest all game long every week, playing tough, fast, skilful football, 

despite constant attention from the opposition and kicking 13 goals.  Sam Northcott filled the unrewarding 

role of Full Back for much of the season, routinely out-bodying his opponent and marking well overhead.  

Cody Johnstone battled with leg soreness in the first half of the season, then showed us what we were 

missing in the second half, finishing with 11 goals from the Half Forward Flank and Onball.  Ned Waters and 

Kyle Keenan both struggled to find their rhythm in the first half of the season but snapped into top form in 

the second half, Ned displaying a great, consistent work-rate as an ‘extra’ Onballer accumulating possessions 

(and kicking 8 goals) and Kyle fluctuating between the Back Pocket, Onball and Half Forward, showing his 

trademark hardness at the footy and sharp crumbing skills.  Lloyd Hillard struggled a bit with leg issues on-

and-off all season which prevented him from contributing his normal output, but his heart was as big as 

ever, his attack on the footy was great, his team ethic really strong and the speed in his legs when they felt 

ok was scintillating. On the whole, everyone in the team should feel really proud of their individual efforts 

this season. 

Our critical team weakness was an inability to sustain quality football over four, twenty minute quarters and 

for most of the season we simply didn’t have the depth of class onball – you can’t win games of footy 

without at least breaking even in the middle.  Sixteen out of twenty players had opportunities in the 

midfield, but irrespective of who we played there, the opposition dominated us as a group in the first 8 

rounds, kicking 8 goals a game from onballers.  However, Lachie Reinke was a great addition in the second 

half of the season and Cam Klapste also added some spark and hunger, showing all the attributes to become 

an exceptional onballer in the future.  Ned Waters, Luke Russell, Max Summers, Kyle Keenan and Max Cotter 

all performed well at times, which together with Jordan and Cody, establishes a plethora of options for us 

going forward. We closed the gap onball substantially in the second half of the season and just one new 

midfielder or the sudden emergence or further development of an existing player (and the return of Snowy) 

could make all the difference to the whole team’s fortunes next year.  

Thankyou to all the kids for their endeavours this year, their positive attitude, their friendliness and their 

support.  I think you have now learned to share the load better and become more rounded footballers and I 

look forward to seeing how you all continue to develop in the future.  Hopefully you will have more team 

success just around the corner.  Congratulations also to Jordan, Jarrod and Pat for taking out the Best & 

Fairest awards and to other trophy winners Cam, Lachie, Chase and Joel.  You were all deserved recipients.   

I want to finish by saying thanks to Carolyn for her steady support through a difficult year.  Special thanks to 

Brett and Gary, for both providing great assistance and support at training and on match days.  Their passion 

and football insights are fantastic and they were both a great help with the kids.  Thanks and 

acknowledgement also to Leanne and Carol for doing another excellent job in the unrewarding role of Team 

Manager.  Further thanks to Rod/Angela for a great job as Trainer and Rod and George for their moral 

support and help at training, George as Boundary Umpire, Anthony as Goal Umpire, Harry as Waterboy, 

Deb/Mark for the oranges/snakes supply and to all the parents for the other jobs that needed attending.  Big 

thank you to Jack Sharp from the U15s who facilitated a second training session for our boys with his team 

on a weekly basis – the few who were dedicated enough to go (well done Jarrod, Cam, Luke, Joel, Jordan, 

Cody and Kyle), got a lot out of it. Lastly, thanks to the Committee for the enormous work it does behind the 

scenes, which largely goes unnoticed and unappreciated.  Good luck next year boys. Steve Russell 



 

UNDER 14 RED 
 

Coach: Steve Russell 
Team Manager: Carol Caldwell and Leanne Oake 

 
 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Thomas Bevan-Shannon 28 14 75 2007 

Chase Chequer 15 14 74 2007 

Joel Clamp 5 14 97 2005 

William Collins 9 14 80* 2010 

Max Cotter 30 14 14* 2011 

Darcy French 20 12 12* 2011 

Lloyd Hillard 17 13 76 2006 

Cody Johnstone 11 14 101 2007 

Kyle Keenan 4 14 29* 2010 

Cameron Klapste 27 13 83 2006 

Callum Newton 21 14 72 2007 

Samuel Northcott 18 9 62* 2010 

Jarrod Oake 7 14 97 2005 

Lachlan Reinke 12 13 85 2006 

Luke Russell 26 14 87 2009 

Jordan Sacco 24 20 104 2005 

Max Summers 3 14 94* 2010 

Patrick Symons 16 16 92 2006 

Brayden Turner 14 1 85 2005 

Trent Warren 23 12 72 2007 

Ned Waters 6 14 116 2004 

 

 

 



 

  



 

UNDER 15 RED 
 

Coach: Jack Sharp 
Team Manager: Graeme & Jane Robertson 

 

Well doesn’t time fly? The season is already over and for some it started back in November which was a 

pleasing thing to see. This was a season I was looking forward to with the boys being that year older we 

would be able to work on some set plays and have some structures in place throughout the games. The guys 

started the season strongly with a couple of good results because of the way we played our game and stuck 

to our structures but, as we know it doesn’t always go your way and you have to work harder for it to 

happen. I believe that we only had a couple of poor games for the year and were just unlucky with some 

very close contests. It just goes to show that we need everyone contributing for the four quarters to get the 

points in the end. It was disappointing not to make the finals but how do you measure success?  Is it wanting 

to be a big fish in a small pond or is it striving to play the highest level you possibly can and work hard to get 

the rewards?  I believe our team is heading in the right direction with the hard work showing. I’m sure who 

ever coaches this team over the next couple of years is going to be very happy, just keep up the hard work! 

 

To all the parents that have helped out over the journey I thank you that help and for your support .To Greg 

Goodwin – thank-you for doing the running for three years, I’m sure you probably censored a couple of 

messages every now and then but thank-you for your time. To John Jackson my trusty Lieutenant – it’s been  

terrific, your enthusiasm and passion for the game and our boys was absolutely fantastic and very much 

appreciated, thank-you. 

 

To the "Robbo's" Graeme and Jane – thank-you so much for being Team Managers and handling all the 

paper work and sending out all the emails to the team, you did an amazing job and again it was very much 

appreciated. Thank-you also to Jane for your poem on presentation day, it was very funny. 

 

To all the committee, thank-you for all the work you do around the club and making it all happen magically 

behind the scenes week in week out and thank-you for giving me the opportunity to coach. 

 

To all the young guys I've coached over my three years thank-you for the commitment you showed towards 

training. When you have a playing list of 28 -29 and you average mid 20's to training that is something other 

coaches could only dream of and it shows on game day. So thank-you - I have thoroughly enjoyed the 

journey and look forward to watching your games develop in the coming years. 

 

Train hard, fight easy 

 

Cheers, Jack 

 

Go Doggies 

 

 



 

UNDER 15 RED 
 

Coach: Jack Sharp 
Team Manager: Graeme & Jane Robertson 

 
 

Player 
Jumper 

Number 
Games 2011 Total Games 

Commenced 

 at RJFC 

Brad Balding 21 12 91 2005 

Josh Barton 39 7 7* 2011 

Mitchell Clamp 2 13 115 2004 

Patrick Cronin 9 14 100 2005 

Thomas Davis 10 14 91 2005 

James Girdlestone 11 16 109 2004 

Nicholas Gjorgievski 5 12 103 2004 

Blake Goodwin 8 18 42 2009 

Nathan Heywood 15 2 82 2005 

Dominic Iaria 52 6 45 2008 

Jordan Jackson 28 10 101 2005 

Dylan Karslake 27 14 88* 2010 

Tim Logan 12 11 11 2011 

Jesse Loudovaris 17 3 46* 2009 

Liam McCormack 23 14 83 2005 

Jackson Mill 6 14 106* 2005 

Jacob Natsis 30 14 102 2004 

Callum O'Malley 22 11 49 2008 

Nicholas Phillips 19 6 87 2006 

William Purvis 7 14 107 2004 

Jack Richardson 4 13 94 2005 

Daniel Robertson 13 13 78 2006 

Lachlan Sharp 18 12 103 2004 

Mackenzie Stanley 14 15 53 2008 

Sam Switkowski 24 13 13* 2011 

Ben Symons 1 14 104 2004 

Oliver Veselovski 20 14 101* 2011 

Jake Whelan 29 4 71 2006 

 



 

UNDER 16 BLUE 
 

Coach: Shaun Turner 
Team Manager: Simon Bassett-Smith 

 

To the team - we all knew the season was going to be a challenging one for us after winning the grand final 

last year in division 2. The chance to play Division 1 football was always going to be a good experience to 

play against the best and knowing if we wanted to be successful we would have to work hard in all areas of 

our game. This is probably what got us through to the grand final as the year went on, players making it to 

training and not giving in when we were down was fantastic to see along with the improvement of the whole 

team. To play in the grand final against Eltham was an outstanding effort that I and hopefully you can be 

very proud of for the rest of your football lives.    

 

To next year whoever coaches you boys if it is not me, I still ask you all to stick together as you will become 

bigger and stronger and as a group, there’s no doubt you can go one better next year. You will again train 

two nights a week, with game plans and tactics coming into play but remember you must all get to training, 

work hard and give it your best shot. If you want success you have to work for it. 

 

To all parents who have performed any on-field or off-field task this year, the club thanks you and so do I as 

without you parents we could not take the field each week. Last of all a big thank you goes to Simon Bassett-

Smith who still had time to be the best team manager in the competition. The work you did for the team was 

fantastic and everyone involved in this team should buy you a drink for making the season run as smoothly 

as it did. 

 

Regards  

 

Shaun Turner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UNDER 16 BLUE 
 

Coach: Shaun Turner 
Team Manager: Simon Bassett-Smith 

 
 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Thomas Bassett-Smith 5 16 56* 2010 

Elliot Bennie 16 14 14 2011 

Anthony Di Paolo 29 15 101 2005 

Jordan Di Paolo 20 17 102 2005 

Emilio Frediani 9 17 17 2011 

Aiden Hall 4 18 131 2003 

Jack Hardy 23 16 68* 2011 

Joe Hardy 2 8 8* 2011 

Brandon Jones 12 14 120 2004 

Rory Kavanagh 8 17 117 2003 

Matthew Lester 6 15 107 2007 

Perri Mitchell 3 12 12* 2011 

Jake Northcott 24 13 95* 2008 

Callum O'Connor 26 7 100* 2008 

Levi Polkinghorne 11 11 146* 2010 

Jack Sassella 36 14 14* 2011 

Daniel Setches 21 16 30* 2010 

Cale Skidmore 19 9 78 2005 

Harry Smyth 1 16 103 2004 

Jake Tenace 7 15 107 2004 

Joshua Turner 17 17 144 2003 

Max Waters 25 17 145 2002 

James White 13 12 112 2003 

 



 

UNDER 17 BLUE 
 

Coach: Glen Harris 
Team Manager: Peter Sardi 

 

Before the season began Andrew, Matt, Jim and myself sat down to talk about the coming season and 

decided that the goal for us to achieve for 2011 was to ensure that the boys had a memorable last year in 

junior football. This revolved around involving the boys in activities that strengthen their relationship with 

one another. This began with pre-season and the two trips to Port Melbourne and The Tan with Goschs 

Paddock. These included bus trips donated by the club and embraced by the boys. This was the beginning of 

the bonding which continued through the year. This was also picked up by the boys especially by Leigh who 

would nominate various themed training nights. 

I would like to thank Matt and the committee for appointing me and allowing Andrew and I to experience 

this last year with the boys. They are a great bunch of boys who during the year showed fight and courage by 

winning four games under a goal and drawing one, always winning the close games. We had great numbers 

at training and they were very responsive to what Andrew and I were trying to achieve. 

On reflection of the year I will remember the strengths of each player and something that I will remember of 

the season. 

Leigh  Never give in attitude. Great Leader - his 3 goals against G’Boro 2nd time 
Alex  Strong stoppage work.  Ability to keep feet Two game saving marks against W’sea  
Nathan  Hitting ball hard. Strong hands. W’sea final domination up forward. 
Cooky  Silky smooth skills. Strong overhead. Last game against Monty.  
Lucas  Switching play. Goals on the run. Linking with Dozz numerous games 
Dylan  Playing above height. Strong kick. Against West Preston play tough 
Ayden  Use of the ball. Weaving through traffic. Against G’boro 2nd game up forward 
Rocky  Strong hard presence. Runs straight. Against G’boro last game. Hard and tough 
Kane  Strong at contest. Great competitor. 2nd game against G’boro rucked superbly 
Will  Run straight with purpose. Reads play well. Tackling through year 
Switter  Finds space. Uses ball well. Great overhead. Goal against G’boro 
Dozz  Playing with no fear. Great ball user. Great link player. Game awayWest Preston 
Skiddy  Runs to right position. Great 2nd option.  2nd time G’boro critical goals 
Double D  Strong in contest. Great below knees.  2nd game against Eltham. Strong 
Darcy  Runs hard to position. Carries ball. 5 goals against South Morang 
Trav  Runs straight. Takes no prisoners. Strong game against G’boro 3rd time 
Mitch L   Fantastic leap great run and carry. Game against Mont led well. 
Pat  Runs hard to make position. Creates space. Game against Mill Park led up 
Pickles  Leads up to the ball. Enjoys his involvement. Standing up against Mill Park 
Liam  Strong overhead mark. Good link player. Mont game at Mont . created all day 
Griff  Reliable and rarely beaten Great ground player. Attack around boundary at G’boro 
J-Lo  Great competitor. Good ball skills. Great running game against South Morang 
Evan  Strong at contest. Carried out instructions. Goal against Mill Park 
Spanga  Smart Player . Great positioning. Attacks ball. 2nd game against G’boro  
Brando  Great leading target attacks ball. Strong in final against W’sea 
 



 

Congratulations to Nathan, Alex, Ayden, Lucas, Will, Kane, Dozz and Brandon on their trophy wins. Nathan 

for goalkicking award. Jake for the John Paul Jones award. Nathan, Ayden and Darcy for the rep side and 

Nathan for being named captain. Ayden, Lucas and Nathan for being selected for the Knights trial game and 

Ayden and Lucas making the squad. Congrats also to Brandon for playing with the Knights and we wish him 

all the best for this year. 

I’d like to thank Andrew for his assistance, friendship and knowledge during the year. An exceptional 

assistant who makes your job easier. To Jim who did an excellent job running and mentoring. To Peter who 

kept the back room smooth - a fantastic Team Manager who allows the coach to coach.  To the Sheriff Nick 

who is sometimes over enthusiastic but has the boys best interests at heart. Nick also arranged for Gavin 

Brown and the tackling coach. To Sam and Joanne who shared the unglamorous job of time-keeping. To 

Matt who video-taped all games to give us an insight into how the boys and the opposition were travelling.  

To Matt and the committee for their support and help during the year.  A good committee is one that 

doesn’t interfere but is sitting in background steering the club in the right direction. To Lower Plenty for their 

assistance, ground use and appreciation of the boys. To Grant for allowing our boys to experience the Under 

19’s. 

To Andrew and Andrea for their sponsorship of the boys during the year and a huge thankyou to Gary White 

for his sponsorship of the team for the past few years. 

To all the parents who have helped the boys in their last year of Junior football - the boys, Andrew and I, and 

the club thank-you. The reason the boys are so easy to coach can be attributed to the involvement and the 

interest shown by you group of parents.  

The easy option is to drop them off and not be involved, thankfully this was not the case with this great 

group of parents.   

During the year we had numerous meals after training which were also well supported by the players. I 

would like to thank Peter, Tracey and their numerous helpers. We also had the annual Milkshake and Nachos 

night which I’d like to thank Zulal and her many helpers as well.  

The finish to the year was the Valedictory dinner which was a spectacular event. The work and planning into 

the night was extraordinary and a credit to those involved. To the Committee of Robyn, Tracey, Deb, Andrea, 

Jenny and their helpers - well done. To Matt, Jim and Emma for the video presentations  - thank you.  

To Ingrid - thank-you for supporting me throughout the year and your support and help over the years. 

To the boys, thank-you for a memorable year. Your attitude both on and off the field was exemplary. At 

times your football during the year was breathtaking to watch. Your work from defence to attack was quick 

and decisive. 

I wish you all the best next year in whatever you do and just have confidence in your own ability. Good luck 

for the future. 

Glenn Harris 

 

 



 

UNDER 17 BLUE 
 

Coach: Glen Harris 
Team Manager: Peter Sardi 

 
 

Player 
Jumper 
Number 

Games 2011 Total Games 
Commenced 

at RJFC 

Nick Baxter 12 16 41 2009 

Liam Cairns 7 16 16 2011 

Joshua Cook 9 14 115 2009 

Lucas Cronin 15 16 124 2004 

Ayden Doumtsis 17 16 78 2007 

James Doumtsis 10 14 75 2007 

James Dozzi 30 16 88 2005 

Alex Flannagan 5 16 146 2002 

Leigh Gray 1 15 149 2002 

Mitchell Griffin 25 14 112 2004 

Evan Gwilym 44 12 12 2011 

Nathan Harris 36 16 107 2005 

Patricki Hayes 39 15 120 2002 

Brandon Lee 21 4 148 2001 

John Lobosco 4 14 86 2007 

Mitchell Logan 8 15 42 2009 

Jacob Mullen 2 5 5 2011 

Jacob Rockwell 23 14 31 2010 

Will Rogers 13 15 129 2003 

Dylan Rowe 6 3 116 2003 

Travis Ruedin 16 16 69 2008 

Kane Sardi 22 15 105 2004 

Darcy Sharples 3 16 115 2004 

Jake Skidmore 19 16 116 2004 

James Spinks 14 9 19 2010 

Nathan Switkowski 24 14 14 2011 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

AJC Printing   
Ph: 9431 1488 

www.ajcprinting.com.au 

 
 

Polite Enterprises Corporation 
Free Call 1800 069 784 

www.polite.com.au 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sportsguard 
Ph: 9417 1449 

www.sportsguard.com.au 
 

 

 
 

Boxandice 
Peter Lachmund 

www.boxandice.com.au 

 
 

Computer Tech 
Alan Phillips 

Ph: 0417 516 114 
 

 

 

 
 

Cross Roads Driver Education 
Manual and Automatic Cars 

Ph: 9431 2464 

 

 
 

DMR Fire Protection 
Glenn Schneider 
Ph: 9759 7224 

 
 

Eltham Physiotherapy Centre 
1161 Main Road Eltham 

Ph: 9431 0022 
 

 

 

 
 

GB Power Coating 
Ph: 9464 6144 

 

 
 

Hall & McDougall Electrical 
Rob Hall 

Ph: 0417 559 882 

 

House of Salad 
Wood Fired Pizza Restaurant 

Ph: 9439 1101 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Tailored Lifetime Solutions 
Matt Cronin 

Ph; 9851 0300 

 

 
 

Wheeler Financial Advisers 
Ian Wheeler 

Ph: 9335 5564 
www.wheelerfa.com.au 

 

 

Pumpworks 
Marcus Balding 
Ph: 9431 2255 

www.pumpworks.com.au 
 

 

 

http://www.ajcprinting.com.au/
http://www.polite.com.au/
http://www.sportsguard.com.au/
http://www.boxandice.com.au/
http://www.tailoredsolutions.amp.com.au/
http://www.wheelerfa.com.au/
http://www.pumpworks.com.au/
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